Summit24 Event Highlights

Summit24 is in the record books, as one of the most exciting AHC NE Summits
ever. This event was the inspiration and vision of Robert and Donna Scalla to
feature their lovely hometown of Simsbury, and the outstanding attractions in
the area, and northwestern Connecticut.

As our guests arrived, they were B SETE o B
greeted at the entrance of our host [
hotel, The Simsbury Inn, by our
immediate past President Bruce
Ketchen, and his lovely wife Jane.

CLUB OF AMERICA
New England Region

The friendly registration team
& lcad by Linda Hakala, Cheryl
; Harvey, and Dutcha met all the

# suests and provided all the
information for the week of
Summit24. The
accommodations and staff of
the Simsbury Inn were awesome.

Monday evening May 20th after the Welcome Reception atthe BT o5 (s e
hotel we had our group dinner (pizza, salad, wings, sodas, and o
cash bar) at the Iron Horse Pub of Simsbury.




On Tuesday morning, we had an incredibly
" special day at Lime Rock Park which is a natural-

' ae thetown of Salisbury, in the state’s northwest
corner. Builtin 1956, it is the nation’s third oldest
¢ | continuously operating road racing course.

A dozen of our guests were able to test their driving skills, in their classic
Healey by enjoying Track Tapas, sponsored by Farmington Motorsports, was a
two-hour educational experience behind the wheel of your own Healey on both
the FCP Euro Proving Grounds, and the 1.5-mile road course. We received
expert coaching from their pro racing
instructors.

Skip Barber was our special guest, on
Tuesday at Lime Rock. Skip is a Harvard
graduate, retired racecar driver, who is most
famous for previously owning Lime Rock
Park, and founding the Skip Barber Racing

Schools. Skip shared some exceptional stories entertaining our guests of his
racing career.

Lime Rock provided stunning views of the track and during the lunch break, we
got to enjoy Healey-only parade laps of the track. Lime Rock Parade Laps were
sponsored by Farmington Motorsports.

Tuesday afternoon, we had a great picnic lunch under the shade overlooking
the S’s over Lime Rock Park racetrack. After lunch, the “Summit24 Rally”,
sponsored by Autofarm, took us back to the Simsbury Inn, which followed on
some of the best “Healey roads” in the Northeast.
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Wednesday morning was
another fun-filled day, where our
guests chose to tour Hill-Stead
Museum to see the Modern-Day
Monet exhibition, which is a

= Colonial Revival house and art
museum, set on a large estate at
35 Mountain Road in Farmington.
o Itis best known for its French

<% Impressionist masterpieces,
architecture, and stately grounds. Travel and Leisure magazine recently named
the Hill-Stead Museum the #1 small museum in America.

The other choice
Wednesday morning
was the New England
Air Museum which is a
facility dedicated to
showcase the wonders
of the aerospace world.
Located at Bradley
International Airport, it
was builtin 1959. Itis
home to 26 helicopters,
66 airplanes and other
flight-related paraphernalia. New England Air Museum tour was sponsored by
British Wiring




Wednesday afternoon, after the museum
tours, we had a chance to experience some
of the best ice cream from the Tulmeadow
" | Farm which started in 1768.

The Ice Cream Social sponsored by K&T
§ Vintage Sports Cars was greatly
appreciated on the hot afternoon.

Once our guests digested theirice
cream, we enjoyed a hayride and farm
visit at Flamig Farm in West Simsbury.
The hayride was also sponsored by K&T
Vintage Sports Cars.

dinner, we experienced the ever-
competitive Valve Cover Races at
the Simsbury Inn in the Evergreen
Restaurant. The Valve Cover
Races are sponsored by Bill
' Rawles Classic Cars. Our
AHCA National President Roger
Hamel was the official starter.

. : As usual, the 6-cylinder class
was won by the perennial favorite Jim Begin. Thankfully a rookie, Kathy Booth
won the 4-cylinder class as well as best designed racer



Our final full day, Thursday morning of Summit24, included both an
automotive technical session by Richard Dabrowski, a Master Vehicle
Appraiser was our presenter. Richard is the owner of Classic Wheels and his
presentation focused on Healey's and British Cars. Additionally, Thursday
morning we had an informational session by the Simsbury Historical Society
at the hotel.

We experienced the only rain
of the week Thursday morning &
while we enjoyed the
technical sessions and
Simsbury informational
session inside the hotel. We
decided to postpone the car
show by an hour, as the fast-
moving storm blew through
northwestern CT. This was
an excellent decision, after
the storm, the sky was bright
blue, perfect for the Healey car show on the beautiful grounds downtown of
the Simsbury Historical Society Museum property. At our popular car show,
our guests competed for class honors, and the Dominic Falconeiri memorial
Best of Show Award, which was won for the third time by Jim Begin. The
Popular Car Show was sponsored by Hagerty.

During the car show, the Simsbury Historical Society gave a Guided Tour
through many of their 10 buildings. These included the transportation barn,
the Meeting House, Phelps Tavern, Massacoe tribe longhouse, spear fishing
diorama, and more.

Plus, just across the street from our car show at SHS, is the United Methodist
Church. Itis special in many ways. The church was open for us, and they
provided a personal guided tour. UM Church is a brownstone British replica
built with local brownstone. It has a belltower housing an amazing 55 carillon
bells, a full range pipe organ and a magnificent stained glass Tiffany window as
well as other stained glass.



Thursday evening was our Simsbury Summit 2024 Awards Banquet was
sponsored by British Body and Coachworks at the Simsbury Inn, Laurel
Ballroom. We were honored to have Mark LeBlanc of BB&C join us for the
banquet. We kicked off the banquet with a great presentation by Dan
Rezendeor the President and CEO of CJR (Connecticut Junior Republic)
(cjrimpact.org) our 2024 official charity.
Through the 50/50 raffle and several
auction items we raised $755 for CJR.

After an excellent dinner and all the
awards were presented, Robert even
entertained us with a song, harmonica,
and guitar.

Hospitality all week was sponsored by
British Car Restore & Repair.

Friday Morning Robert and Donna Scalla hosted a Bid Farewell Coffee and
Tea at their home to close Summit24. Without Robert’ and Donna’s vision and
hard work of the committee Summit24 would not have been a reality. Special
thanks goes to all those who provided pictures and videos for our Summit24
website Summit24 Photographs (ahca-newengland.org) and especially Steve Pierce
our official photographer who provided over 600 pictures capturing Summit 24.
Thank you to all who attended.

Remember, 2025 is the 50" anniversary of the Austin Healey Club of New
England. We are planning on going back to our roots of Cape Cod and holding
Summit 2025 across the bridge during September. We are justin the
beginning planning stages and if you have any ideas and recommendations our
directors would love to hear from you.
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