
 

 

Healey Exhaust Notes 

May 2022 

President’s Message: 

President’s Letter 
It’s a sure sign of spring when you start to see antique and classic cars on the road.  
For me spring officially arrives when the maple syrup evaporator is put away and I can 
pull out my collection of what I call rolling restorations.  My collection is organized on 
the LIFO basis, Last In First Out.  That that makes the Model A Coupe first out.  
Actually, it gets fired up anytime there is a warm winter day, and this definitely helps to 
keep my spirits alive.  Next out is the Sprite. It has already had its 2022 maiden voyage 
and seems to have survived a mouse free winter possibly because of some secret 
herbal formula purchased from a retired alchemist.   
 
Speaking of keeping spirits up, we are fortunate that despite the refusal of this COVID 
thing to go away, we can still take a ride in the relatively safe great outdoors.  Looking 
at the AHC NE calendar there are plenty of tours planned.  If you happen to live in a 
Wing where there are not a lot of formal club activities, it is very easy to organize one 
yourself. We have some members who live in areas where there are not a lot of a 
Healeys.   No surprise however that whenever you drive you will get “thumbs up” and a 
big smile to add to the enjoyment of even a ride around the block. Wherever you go 
there is always someone who will approach you and say, “my brother had one just like 
that only it was a Triumph.”  Get out, take a ride, and share your Healey with an 
adoring public.   
 
To date we have collected just under $450 for the Club Charity.  This year we have 
chosen to recognize the Surgical Intensive Care Unit, Ellison 4, Massachusetts 
General Hospital where our fellow member Sharon Brackett and her team have worked 
grueling hours and continue to make huge personal sacrifice to deliver unparalleled 
medical care during these very challenging times.  Please make a contribution of any 
size.  I chose to donate the cost of a meal that Jane and I would have had at a good 
restaurant had we dared venture out. Perhaps you would consider doing the same.  
We hope to see Sharon on the road this summer to thank her personally.  Checks, 
payable to ACHNE, can be sent to:  Linda Hakala, 17  



Bittersweet Lane, Hancock, NH 03449.  Please note “Club Charity.” 
Finally, please check out the club’s newly designed, user friendly, website for the latest 
information about the club and its events and activities     
www.ahca-newengland.org 
  
While you are there, view the recordings of our hugely popular Tech Calls hosted by 
Peter Sturtevant.  
Hope to see you on the road this summer.  
 BLK 
April 20, 2022 
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Editor’s Notes: 

Thanks to all of you alert readers of Healey Exhaust Notes for noticing my 

photo in the April issue and commenting on how much I look like Clint 

Eastwood except I have better hair… I have asked club President, Bruce 

Ketchen for a photo to post with his monthly “President’s Letter” several 

times.  Finally, I received the above photo of Bruce to use.  He said he 

shuns publicity so I can only run this picture once.  It was an offer I 

couldn’t refuse! 

Be sure to check the web site often for the most up to date Event’s 

Calander.  It changes often.  You won’t want to miss some of the terrific 

events coming up soon.  Many thanks to Pete Sturtevant for the excellent 

job he does with our club’s wed site.   

This issue of Exhaust Notes will continue an article by club members Roy 

and Jane Crane that details his restoration work on their BN1.  There has 

been a long gap between segments of Roy’s article, but we will pick up the 

3rd segment in this issue.  You may have already noticed segments 1 & 2 

have been published in Healey Marque so hopefully you have read both 

segments there. 

When you see Bruce, he won’t mind if you call him by his nickname:  “Vito 

C.” 

 

  



 

  
Austin Healey Club of NE, Inc. -   
2022 Officers   

        

OFFICERS NAME PHONE EMAIL 

President Bruce Ketchen (617) 947-6473 bruce.ketchen@gmail.com 

Vice President VACANT     

Treasurer                                            
Membership Director 

Linda Hakala (603) 398-4421 linda.m.hakala@gmail.com 

Secretary Bev Sealand (860  916-0130 treasurer@healeyclub.org 

Delegate Steve Bell (508) 947-6499 scbell1@comcast.net 

Newsletter Editors 
Rich Ray                                
Dutcha Slieker-
Hersant 

(508) 641-3605         
(860) 859-7476 

richray210@gmail.com                                
healeydutcha@gmail.com 

Webmaster                                     
Technical Director 

Peter Sturtevant (774) 284-1212 healeybn4@comcast.net 

At-Large Delegate Jud Perkins (860) 204-9168 juds3000@comcast.net 

At-Large Delegate Art Harvey (508) 878-0165 aharvey@rdi.qozzy.com 

At-Large Delegate Bob Britton (603) 381-3158 healeybj7@hotmail.com 

At-Large Delegate Rick Neville (978) 948-5500 healeyrick@yahoo.com 

        

WING Coordinators NAME PHONE EMAIL 

Wing 1 NYC,SE NY,SW CT Jud Perkins (860) 204-9168 juds3000@comcast.net 

Wing 2 Central CT, Mid MA Len Bach (860) 875-8855 summitm9@aol.com 

Wing 3 Eastern CT, SW RI 
Dutcha Slieker-
Hersant 

(860) 859-7476 healeydutcha@gmail.com 

Wing 4 Southeast MA, East 
RI 

Seve Bell  (508) 947-6499 scbell1@comcast.net 

Wing 5 Northeast MA Roy Crane (978) 761-3930 roycrane@verizon.net 

 Wing 6 NH, ME Bob Britton (603) 381-3158 healeybj7@hotmail.com 

Wing 7 VT, W MA, Upstate 
NY 

Denny Broughel (518) 858-8877 brougheldp@gmail.com 

  



 

 

May 26 Thursday - Wings Over The Hudson 

 

If you are a fan of history and like panoramic views while enjoying a tasty meal, then 

reserve May 26 on your calendar and plan to join Wing 1 members for a day along the 

Hudson River.  

 Three activities are planned, all conveniently within three miles of each  

other along Route 9. 

Locust Grove:  We’ll start at Locust Grove National Historic Landmark  

estate Poughkeepsie, New York. The 200-acre park-like estate includes homes, a 

carriage house, icehouse, trails, wonderful flower, and vegetable gardens, and it 

overlooks the Hudson River from a bluff.  

 The Italianate architecture home belonged to Samuel F. B. Morse, the  

inventor of the telegraph and Morris Code fame.  There is a $15 charge for the tour. 

Shadows on the Hudson:  Lunch will be a Shadows on the Hudson. An award-winning 

waterfront restaurant perched on a cliff 40 feet above the  

Hudson River and just 50 feet from its eastern bank. It has truly grand  

views of the Mid-Hudson Bridge and Walkway Over the Hudson to the north. The 

extensive menu will find something for everyone’s tastes. 

Walkway over the Hudson: Last, is The Walkway over the Hudson State Historic Park is 

a steel cantilever former railroad bridge spanning the Hudson River between 

Poughkeepsie on the east bank and Highland on the west bank. The walkway is 237 

feet above the Hudson and provides majestic views up and down the Hudson. 

Locust Grove is on Route 9 in Poughkeepsie, N.Y. We should plan to meet at the 

visitors center at 10:00 AM. If you are interested in joining us, contact Ted Cryer by 

May 23rd at email: ccryer@hvc.rr.com  

 or call 845-256-0876. 

 

 

 



Locust Grove, Shadows on the Hudson & Walkway over the Hudson 

 



 

 

Saturday April 30th, 2022  -  9:30am —noon 

Cardone & Daughter Automotive 

4 Custom Drive  

Old Saybrook  CT 06475 

 Austin Healey Club of New England members are invited to gather at Cardone & Daughter 

Automotive on April 30th, 2022, for a Tech Session.  

 David Cardone will graciously open his shop on Saturday, April 30th   from 09:30am till noon. 

His technicians will educate us on the fine art of a tune up and carburetor adjustment. They 

will also discuss how to check and do a disc and drum brake job. 

This is a very informative presentation, and David encourages you to bring your related (or 

unrelated) questions as his staff will be happy to answer them. 

 

                                                                         
 

After the tech session, we will gather for lunch at the Little Pub Restaurant  

at 1231 Boston Post Rd, Old Saybrook CT 06475 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Please rsvp to Dutcha if you plan to attend the Tech Session and/or the Lunch. 

                                                  See you all soon! 

 PLEASE RSVP by April 28th, 2022  TO:   

Dutcha Slieker-Hersant 

Wing 3 Coordinator AHC of NE 

     HealeyDutcha@gmail.com 

   860—859—7476  
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TECH SESSION 

Saturday April 30, 2022 

10 AM – 12 Noon 

British Body and Coachworks 

11 Route 119 W (intersection of Route 12), Fitzwilliam, NH 

Tech session will be on buffing and polishing paint and all the tools and materials required to do the job.  A 

free range tour of the shop, make yourself at home in my professional man cave.  There are presently 4 

Austin Healey’s in the shop at various stages of restoration.  Coffee will be served. 

 

 
Several of the projects in the shop at British Body and Coachworks. 

We hope to see you then. 

Mark LeBlanc 

978- 320-9435  ceispars@yahoo.com 

mailto:ceispars@yahoo.com


 
 

 
  

Saturday May 14th, 2022 - 10:00am —noon SU Carburetor Expert Joe 
Curto at Abingdon Spares 900 Industrial Park Road Deep River CT 06417  

 

 

 

  

Austin Healey Club of New England members are invited to gather at 

Abingdon Spares on May 14th, 2022, for a Tech Session with SU Carburetor 

Expert  Joe Curto. 

 

World renowned SU Carburetor Expert Joe Curto will once again be at 

Abingdon Spares 

on Saturday, May 14th,  from 10am till noon. Joe will cover the main types of SU 

carbs for our  

British Cars, explaining the details and answering your questions. This is a 

very informative presentation, which was very well attended the last time he 

was here. Joe is a wealth of knowledge and information on the history, 

function, and tuning of the SU fuel systems. 

Bring your questions, (bring your carburetors if so inclined!)  Hope to see you 

there. 

 

Like most events this spring, this is subject to last minute cancellation due to 

the ongoing health crisis. Check here for any updates: 

www.abingdonspares.com, Coming Events. 

 

Please rsvp to Dutcha, so that we can let our gracious hosts know how many 

chairs are needed to accommodate all participants. See you all soon! 

 

RSVP by May 6th 2022 to: 

 

Dutcha Slieker-Hersant 

Wing 3 Coordinator  

HealeyDutcha@gmail.com 

860 859 7476 
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                      TOUR TO NEWICK’s LOBSTER HOUSE, DOVER, NH 

Friday, June 3rd
  

 

Greeting’s lobster, fried clam, and British car enthusiasts, 

Come join your fellow club members for tour and luncheon at Newick’s Lobster House in 

Dover, NH on Friday June 3rd.     https://www.newicks.com/ .   

The tour will depart Historic Motor Sports, 174 Raymond Road, Candia NH   

http://historicmotorsports.net/ around 11AM for a 1-hour drive to Newick’s. Plan to arrive 

at Historic Motorsports between 10-10:45 AM. Bathrooms are available and a gas station to 

top up is just down the street.  

The tour will proceed through some scenic back roads of southern NH ending at Newick’s, 

431 Dover Point Rd, Dover, NH.    We should be arriving around noon time.  There is plenty 

of parking and the restaurant can handle a large crowd. 

If you prefer you can also meet up with the group at Newick’s.  If anyone from the Austin 

Healey club south of the border i.e., MA wants to put a tour together to Newick’s please 

contact Bruce Ketchen bruce.ketchen@gmail.com.  Those across the river i.e., ME who 

would like to lead a tour can contact me.  

Please RSVP by 6/2 that that you are attending so I can get an approximate head count. 

Hope to see you there   

Bob Britton 
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British Motorcars in Bristol 2022 

 
        The British Motorcars of New England is happy to announce that following the success of the 2021 show, 
the British Motorcars in Bristol 2022 will be held on June 10th and 11th.  The event will return to the town of 
Bristol Rhode Island and Colt State Park .  We could not have picked a more scenic venue.  Colt State Park sits 
on the shoreline of Narragansett Bay and offers beautiful views of the bay from our show field.   
 
       Friday’s schedule will include a cruise to the Rhode Island Veterans Home in Bristol and the Friday evening 
block party sponsored by our partners in the show, Explore Bristol.  Saturday will be show day with up to 40 
classes of British cars.  This year’s plans include more food trucks and vendors, many of them with the 
emphasis on the British car hobby.  There will also be a return of the popular cruise around coastal Rhode 
Island and Massachusetts.   
 
      British Motorcars in Bristol 2021 raised $2,500 for the Rhode Island Alzheimer’s Association and $1,300 for 
the local charities supported by Explore Bristol .  With the continued support of of members and friends we 
hope to exceed that amount with our 2022 show.  
 
      Mark your calendars and plan to attend this fun for everyone British car event.  For updates, check our 
website at BMCNE.org.  Register at: www.britishmotorcarsinbristol.com 

 

 

Welcome New Club Members: 

 

Ed & Liz Ellers  
Haverford, PA  
NER - Wing 1 
 
Stanley Plasczyk  
Warren, ME  
NER - Wing 6 
 
Gary Schmid  
Mystic, CT  
NER - Wing 3 

http://www.britishmotorcarsinbristol.com/


Roy Crane’s BN 1 Restoration 

AHC-NE/BCNH  Healeybj7@hotmail.com  or 603-381-3158  

BN1 Interior Concours Conformance – Part 1 

Before going on to the evaluation of the interior, I want to report on what has been 

accomplished to correct items discussed in the first article, on the front end.  I was not sure 

that I was going to correct the rivets in the headlight trims.  Lynn Martin was kind enough to 

send me nickel plated rivets, so I made the correction.  The first photo shows both the rivet 

that was chrome plated, on the top ring and the nickel-plated rivet, in the lower ring.  The 

difference is subtle but the correct nickel plating has a warmer color. 

.  

The original rivets became chrome plated when the trim rings were plated.  They were brass, 

semi-tubular, rivets that had to be drilled out.  The replacement nickel plated rivets are split 

rivets and are difficult to clinch tightly, to hold the small bracket in place that secures the trim 

rings to the headlight assembly.  So, CA glue was used to assure the bracket and rivet remain 

secure and tight. 

Next the grey piping below the headlights and marker lights has been replaced with the 

correct black material. I like the look better than the grey. 

 

                   

 

My replacement mirror did not have the word “eversure” stamped on the mounting clamps 

and the clamp screw was not the correct “cheese head” screw. 
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 Here both the correct and incorrect mirrors are shown 

side by side.  Kent Lambert, Healey Parts, Hood River, OR was able to supply the correct 

mirror. 

 Lambert, Healey Parts, Hood River, OR was able to supply the correct mirror. 

The instruments were restored by Nisonger Instruments, Mamaroneck, NY. 

Their evaluation was my instruments faces were reasonably good, but if they were to be 

Concours level they would need to have the silk screening redone.  The lead time for silk 

screening, at that time, was nine months.  We were early enough into the project that we 

waited for the new silk screening.  I am impressed with the quality of the new gage faces. 

 

Lynn points out a dot on his water temperature gage that is colored yellow, that is shown in 

the next photo, below the 160 deg mark.  I am not about to take my gage apart to add the 

yellow dot. 



 

 The VIN plate on my car is mounted on the left side kick plate.   The black background was 

worn and chipped, so I had it repainted.  The VIN numbers are embossed, to produce male 

numerals that would not be easy to duplicate. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Lynn provided me with this photo of the VIN plate in his car, expressing concern  

I provided Lynn and Jim this photo from the AHCA Concourse guidelines book. 

 

Not only is this VIN Plate identical to mine, but the number precedes my car (219369) by 22 

cars.  I think this lends credence to my plate being authentic, but unusual. 

 

 

 

 



The steering wheel on my car was broken. 

   

 

 

As you can see, someone actually tried to use a wood screw to mend the break in the wheel 

rim.  This photo shows how we ground the plastic away, so we could weld the spokes back 

onto the rim.   

 

We then made a fixture in which we could use the plastic, at the one good spoke intersection, 

as a pattern to create a mold. 

 



 

We poured West System G-Flex epoxy, mixed with micro-balloon filler and black pigment, into 

the mold.  The result was then sanded to match the contours.  

 

 

 

This is the finished result, after having been painted black, with a single stage urethane 

automotive paint.  The fitting in the hub was to support the wheel during painting.  It is 

satisfying to have saved the original wheel. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The trafficator switch was not functioning.  Someone had wired the turn signals into a three-

way toggle switch, mounted in a hole drilled in the instrument panel.  We had to weld plug 

around a dozen extra holes that had been added to the instrument panel, over the years.  

There were eBay ads for repaired trafficator switches in the neighborhood of $1,100 each.  

Research led me to Curtis “Curt” Arndt, in Carlsbad, CA, who repairs and restores Austin 

Healey trafficator switches.  Curtis had to replace many missing and broken parts, but he 

produced a beautiful, working switch assembly, for a little more than half the eBay price. 

This photo shows the completed steering wheel/trafficator switch assembly in place. 

 

 

 

It is certainly a pleasure having everything back in appearance and function the way it should 

be. 

The upholstery, top, tonneau cover, and side curtains were all made by Heritage Upholstery, in 

Palm Springs, CA.  My first thought, for colors, were to paint the car the same red as my MGTD 

so they match side by side, with a biscuit interior and top like my MGTD.  I also liked the 

Stayfast cloth top appearance more than the vinyl used on Healeys.  Then the Heritage 

Certificate arrived.  The car was originally red, with a red interior and red top.  The red body 

color was already my first choice, so that was easy.  Heritage would produce a biscuit interior 

and Stayfast top, but I chose to go with the original red interior and top.  I think the red 



interior and top look fantastic, even though they were not my first inclination.  Having 

committed to the idea of being faithful to the original configuration of the car, I chose the 

original “Karvel” carpet material and the vinyl top and tonneau material.  I sent the seats, 

transmission tunnel and battery box cover to Heritage, paying them to install the upholstery 

for these items, at the factory.  I installed all the rest of the upholstery, supplied in kit form, 

including most of the hardware necessary for the installation.  I have to say that I am pleased 

with the quality of the materials, fasteners and fit as supplied in the kit.  The red of the 

upholstery compliments the different red of the body color very nicely.  Jim wanted to see the 

seat base and bottoms as shown in these next photos. 

 

 

 

The seat bases are painted brown, as are the inside of the instrument panel, transmission 

tunnel, glove shelf and other metal parts, as I believe they were from the factory.   

 

 



 

 

Lynn points out that the burlap material is not correct as the foam cushion was exposed as it 

came from the factory.  Also, the factory used tacks, not staples, to secure the leather to the 

base.  Here is a photo of Lynn’s seat. 

 

 

 

I choose to leave my seats as is, for fear of messing up the nice tight fit of the leather as 

Heritage supplied it. 

There is enough detail in the upholstery and interior of the car that I am going to split it into 

two articles. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

We have 250 registrations from 40 different Healey clubs from across the States, Canada, and the 

UK.  We are reaching the capacity of many events of Enclave 2022, including room availability at the 

Kalahari resort.   If you are planning on coming to the Poconos, the third week of September, to 

experience a great International Healey meet, there is no time to wait to register for Enclave 2022.       

Register at www.enclave2022.org for the scenic Pocono Mountains of Pennsylvania. The four-county 

region is famous for its resorts, natural scenic beauty, 150 lakes including Lake Wallenpaupack, and 

quaint, historic towns. We are fortunate to have a commitment from Blair Harber to bring not only the 

first production Healey (#138031) plus two pre-production cars: AHX12 and AHX14. 

Your week’s festivities will begin on Sunday afternoon registration followed by that evening Welcome 

Reception at the Kalahari Resorts Convention Center and the kickoff of the weeklong Hotwheels 

racing competition.  Monday you will be experiencing the beauty of the Pocono’s with our Mountain 

Rally followed by tech sessions and ever popular valve cover races in the evening.    Tuesday will be 

another action-packed day at Enclave 2022 with Gymkhana, Funkhana, Concours judging, Tech 

Sessions, and Barbeque dinner followed by the entertaining and rewarding charity auction 

festivities.   Wednesday we will kick off at Pocono Raceway to drive, ride or watch NASCAR 

stockcars navigate the 2.5 mile “tricky triangle” with the StockCar Racing 

Experience  https://877stockcar.com/austin/ followed by parade laps in your Healey.  Our car show will 

be held Wednesday afternoon on the streets of Stroudsburg. The vibrant downtown is home to 

museums and galleries, murals and music venues, wineries, pubs, and restaurants to please every 

palate.   Thursday will host the finals of the Hotwheels competition,  additional Tech Session, and our 

annual Awards Banquet. 

Our headquarters for the week will be the Kalahari Resort & Conventions, a full-service vacation 

destination including meeting & convention facilities that combine America’s largest indoor waterpark 

with the magic of Africa. Kalahari Resorts & Conventions' innovative waterpark, family entertainment 

centers, luxury spas, adventurous restaurants and convention centers deliver beyond expectations, all 

under one roof. Whether you are 3, 93 or anything in-between, there is something for everyone! 

See you in the Pocono’s the third week of September 2022!   
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