
Manny Cunard’s BJ8 Restoration - Tech Session Saturday March 10, 2018 

After a couple of false starts, and between major New England blizzards, on Saturday, March 10th 

an Army came together, to support Manny Cunard with the restoration assembly of his prized 

1967 Austin Healey.  Eleven members from the Austin Healey Club of New England from across 

the region from CT, MA, NH, and RI came to help a man they have never met, with the restoration 

assembly of his beloved Big Healey.  Tom Williams traveled over 140 miles from New London, NH 

and Ted Kiessling from South Windsor, CT drove 100 miles to help Manny.  They were joined by 

John Biagioni, Dana Booth, Ken Cantrell, Duane Walzer, Ted Stanton, Bruce Ketchen, Ken Glidden 

and Art Harvey to come to Pete Sturtevant’s Healey Workshop in Mansfield MA to tackle any job 

necessary to get the car back on the road.  This Healey hasn’t been on the road since 1986 

We were missing a 

critical part which 

was necessary to 

install before the 

front shroud could 

be attached. On 

Friday morning, I call 

Bob Abbott of British 

Car Restore & Repair 

in Ipswich, MA to see 

if he possibly had the 

required defroster 

hoses for Manny’s BJ.  

The defroster hoses 

were on backorder 

for weeks from all 

the normally Healey 

suppliers, and Bob 

had them in his 

spares.  The defroster hoses need to be installed before the shroud is attached on the car.  The 

shroud needs to be installed before any of the other body panels are attached.  I sent an email 

to members in the Wing 5, the Northshore of MA, and Wing 6 to see if anyone could pick up the 

parts from Bob.   

Manny thanking all the volunteers 



Art Harvey from Derry, NH had a 

brand-new set of defroster hoses and 

he was coming down to help Manny.  

First critical path item solved! 

Manny is an active member of the 

Mansfield Rotary club and several 

Rotarians also volunteered to help 

with the many projects required to 

restore an Austin Healey.  The 

challenge was to have different jobs 

in multiple areas of the workshop so 

that everyone could be contributing 

to the massive task of assembling a 

Big Healey.  John Biagioni took the 

task of welding in new plates with 

two capture nuts for mounting the front sway bar.     Parts needed to be stripped chemically, or 

with the sand blaster, cleaned with the parts washer, and painted before installing on the car.  

The stripping of the convertible top frame from all the wood, paint, and fixtures was one of 

challenging jobs.  The edges of all the 

body panels were taped to minimize 

the potential of scratching any of the 

surfaces.  All the parts were organized 

and sorted for assembly.  

Everyone worked so well together as a 

cohesive unit to prepare and test fit 

the panels as the assembly 

progressed.   By the end of the 

weekend, the shrouds were 

permanently attached along with the 

front sway bar, bonnet, and trunk 

lid.   The RH panels were all dry fit and 

the convertible top frame all painted 

and ready for assembly.   

We will have another tech session on 

March 31st at 9 am, 10 Cedar Ridge 

Lane, Mansfield, MA.  Please RSVP 

healeybn4@comcast.net 

I am driven by the vision of seeing Manny and his wife Donna, enjoy driving their Healey this 

spring!   

The team preparing to fit the new defrosters 

Ted Stanton and Ted Kiessling fitting front fender 
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